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Piercestown Post September 2022  

 

Welcome to the first edition of the Piercestown Post for the new school year 2022-2023. The beginning of school year 

newsletter included all of the ‘housekeeping’ procedures at Piercestown National School. But we consider this our 

first official newsletter of the school year. The ‘Piercestown Post’ for those who might not know it, offers an 

opportunity for parents, family members and the wider school community to get a flavour of what goes on school wise 

from month to month. We also list upcoming events, which allows us all to plan for various events and creates an 

excitement in the school for much loved events and new initiatives. With covid restrictions partly lifted in the last 

term of 2021-2022, we are now ‘back to normal’ without ANY restrictions and I’m sure you will all agree how good 

it feels! 

 

Welcome Back! 
Welcome back to all the boys and girls. We hope you had a great summer and enjoyed your time off. We have a new 
school year ahead with lots of different learning activities already in the pipeline. We wish you an enjoyable and 
successful year with us. Best of luck to our eighteen new role models – 6th class, as they begin their last year of primary 
school. I’m sure they’ll make us proud, showing good example to all the younger pupils. 
 
Special welcome to our new pupils 
A special word of welcome to all our new pupils. Thirty-one new Junior Infant pupils started school this year and are 
already getting settled in. We welcome Ruán, Megan, Zach, Rory, Eva, Daithí, Leo, Fiadh, Mason, Fianna, Cormac, 
Dylan, Grace, Reeva, Oscar, Kate K, Max, Scarlett, Reuben, Alex, Adam, Kate M, Leon, Doireann, Harry, Matilda, Seán, 
Savannah, Chloe, Seren and Ben. We hope you all settle in at Piercestown N.S. and enjoy many happy school years 
with us. The staff at Piercestown N.S. would also like to take this opportunity to send their best wishes to 6th class of 
2021-2022 as they begin their journey in secondary school. We also wish to welcome one new boy into 2nd class and 
another new boy joins us in the next week or so into Mr. Murphy’s 3rd class. A warm welcome to Henry and we look 
forward to welcoming Santiago.  
 
What happened during Summer 2022 
Summer 2022 was quieter on the work front than the previous summer, when the major roof work had taken place. 
However, with a proactive Board of Management, small upgrades continue to take place. 1st and 2nd class got new 
flooring in their classrooms and along with that followed new chairs. Having seen the quality of the new chairs, an 
assessment was carried out and a significant amount of the current chairs required replacement. A submission was 
made to the Dept. of Education and we were delighted to receive approval this week that will see all the children’s 
seating replaced in every class over the coming weeks!  
 
Welcome to our new staff  
A very warm welcome to Mrs. Tracey Walsh, our newest permanent member of staff, who returns after a maternity 
leave and is teaching 1st class. We would like to welcome Trish Jordan, who joins the SNA team this year in place of 
Shelly, who has gone on maternity leave. We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Catriona Brady to the team, who has 
taken up a position on our Special Education Team job-sharing with Ms. Lyttleton. We are delighted to have them on 
board and look forward to working with them throughout the coming year.  
 
Discovering Drama 
Discovery Drama with Olga is up and running once again this year. Classes take place on Wednesdays - Junior and 
Senior Infants from 2:00 to 2:45, 1st to 3rd classes from 3:00 to 4:00 and 4th to 6th classes from 4:00 to 5:00. For further 
information please contact Olga on 0876858457.   
 
Book bills have been issued  
In Piercestown N.S. we recognise that returning to school can be an expensive time for parents and have therefore 
made every effort to keep costs to a minimum. It is important that all book bills are paid at your earliest convenience. 
This year sees Piercestown National School continuing to work with you the parents to make life easier. Last week, 
you will have received your book bill and a link to your payment. You can pay from the comfort of your 
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home/office/wherever you may be! Should people require extra time or wish to pay bills in instalments we are happy 
to assist with this, via an option on our epayments system. Full confidentiality is guaranteed. 
 

First Confession and Holy Communion Dates Set 

The much awaited dates were announced earlier in the month. First Confession will take place on March 8th at 7pm 

and Holy Communion will take place on May 27th 2023. Fr. Aodhán looks forward to hosting a meeting in the coming 

weeks for all the parents of our Holy Communion candidates. Ms. Farrell and Ms. Sinnott are in preparation mode 

already for the special year ahead.   

 

Confirmation Date Set 

Confirmation date was set at Friday May 5th 2023. Ms. Hearne and 6th class are very much looking forward to working 

towards this special occasion.   

 

Let’s mix again! Like we did pre-covid! 
After two long years, of thinking outside the box, staying in our own boxes and ordering masks in boxes, we can revert 

to, as one child described it, ‘the good ole times’. We are so excited to be back mixing and carefree! It is so lovely to 

meet children from all classes in the corridor, to be able to work in each other’s classrooms, to play chess in mixed 

class groups, to run around with all our friends/ cousins/ neighbours at breaktimes and look forward to whole school 

events both indoors and outdoors. Let the good times roll! And well done to all our pupils, who made restrictions look 

easy and always saw the glass half full! Your resilience will be your most valuable asset as you make your way through 

life.  

 

Indoor Assembly is back!  

Today, October 3rd saw our first indoor assembly return since March 2020! It is hard to believe that 1st class children 

have never experienced our indoor assemblies! Ms. Walsh was super excited to have the lovely atmosphere back in 

the hall. While the intercom served its purpose for announcements, there is nothing like seeing the excitement and 

enjoyment of children during assembly in our PE hall.  

 
Class of the Month September 2022 
2022, saw history being made with 6th class winning ‘Class of the Month’ for the third year in a row.  What a hattrick 
for Ms. Hearne! What brilliant role models we have! The winners were announced at assembly today and on Friday 
6th class will enjoy a pizza party and movie afternoon as well as having the coveted ‘Homework’ pass. Keep up the 
great work!! 
 
Chess is back!! 
Chess sets have been dusted off and mentors from our senior classes are drifting into classrooms to offer top tips and 
tricks to master the game. Chess is a brilliant game that offers so much more than just a game. This year will see the 
coveted trophy up for grabs once more. Our last winner in 2020 was Séan Collier. With two years missing 2021 and 
2022 we simply cannot wait to have a winner for 2023 engraved on our School Trophy. Our Trophy has been upgraded 
and we have decided to name it. In honour of our former principal and inspired by his amazing love of chess, the 
‘Eamonn Barrett Trophy’ will be up for grabs in our school competition this year. This tournament will be held early in 
2023 after all the practice takes place during the winter months! Watch this space. We will also use the leader board 
to select school teams to enter the Ficheall competition in 2023.  
 
Food Dudes is back …for one week only! 
Mrs. Ryan recently attended in-service to update us on the Food Dudes week taking place in our school. Food Dudes 
is back this week for one week only. Every morning, food samples will be delivered to all classes and teachers will show 
a short video clip to their class. You will have received an Aladdin update, a letter and a ‘passport’ for your child to 
complete this week as part of the Food Dudes programme. For further information on Food Dudes, please go to 
www.fooddudes.ie If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs. Ryan also. Let the tasting begin and 
the healthy eating continue! 
 

http://www.fooddudes.ie/
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Beginning of Year Service this coming Friday 7th Oct.  
Now that we are all settled in, our beginning of year service will take place this Fri Oct. 7th. This is a simple service of 

music, poetry and prayer to acknowledge all that is good in our school community and look forward to the year ahead. 

We can’t wait to see all the classes together in church again. Many thanks to Fr. Aodhán for bringing us back together 

again after all this time. The service can be attended, but there will be minimum seating due to the capacity of the 

church. You can of course join us virtually by clicking onto the churches webcam 

https://www.ipcamlive.com/piercestownchurch. 

 
GOAL - Jersey Day 
We are delighted to support GOAL jersey day this year, which will take place on Oct 14th. On this day, children are 
invited to wear any jersey of their choice! Keep an eye on out on the blog for some photos! This year, the donations 
can be made online or in person! You will receive the online link in the coming week. We suggest €2 but all donations 
are welcome. Teachers have been supplied with lesson plans and digital resources to use as part of this initiative. 
  
Students’ Council  
With covid a thing of the past, it will be time to revive our Students’ Council. Announcements will take place in the 
coming weeks about how our Students’ Council will be elected. We hear that there are great ideas from the pupils 
already and that there will be big competition for our Students’ Council places. Watch this space.  
 
School Photographer - Image Masters – CHEESE!  - November 9th and 10th  
We have booked our photographers into school over two days, the 9th and 10th November, to take official individual 
photos of our newest members of school, Junior Infants. There will of course be the option of siblings and junior infant 
photos too. We will then offer individual photos for all children in the school alongside their siblings before having the 
group photos taken.  
 
Active School  

2022 will see us continue our Active School status. Already, we have ‘kicked off’ with soccer coaching for 3rd to 6th class 

with Tommy and Cian. This takes place every Monday until midterm.  Hot on the heels, was the return of our Games 

Promotion Officer, Séamus Casey. Term one sees Séamus leave the hurley, helmets and gumshields aside and focus 

on the fundamental movements through games. Coaching takes place on Tuesdays. And with all that reintroduced, 

competition season returned.  

 

Rackard League is back 

As we returned to school, without the covid restrictions necessary in the last few years, it was great to have Rackard 

League to look forward to in our first term. Only a week in and training kicked off with all the girls from 5th and 6th in 

Murrintown and Piercestown coming together. With over 30 girls wanting to participate it quickly became clear that 

it was necessary to also enter in the Rising Stars competitions. In both of these competitions the girls remain unbeaten 

having overcome Glynn and Crossabeg in the Rackard League competition and St. Annes in the Rising Stars. This 

Tuesday sees us take on Castlebridge in the Rackard league competition to see who emerges as group winners. In the 

Rising Stars competition we face Cushinstown on Wednesday.  

The boys of Piercestown and Murntown returned to the pitch this month as they aimed to retain their Rackard League 

football title for the fifth time. After some very strong and impressive training sessions from the boys in 5th and 6th 

class from both schools, we were ready for another tilt at the competition. We began our campaign against a very 

strong and fast Shelmaliers team. After a competitive first half which saw us down at half time by 5 points and a big 

second half performance was needed. Led by our inspirational 6th class boys and a stellar team performance we ended 

up on the winning side by 15 points in the end which showed the talent that was available to the team. Our second 

group game brought us all the way to Bannow, where some of our younger players got an opportunity to play. This 

time our 5th class showed real maturity and skill and helped our 4th class to navigate what could have been a tricky 

game, winning out by 12 points in the end. Currently the group is still all to play for with us to still play Barntown in a 

'who gets top spot' battle. 
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Our Rising Stars also began their campaign who are also looking to retain their footballing title. Two hard fought 
games against Rathangan helped us to prepare for the competition and got to show off our impressive talent coming 
through. Our first match against the Shelmaliers was a tough learning curve for the boys however they showed 
tremendous fight and desire until the final whistle just coming out on the wrong side of the result against a much 
older opposition. We will look to get back on to the winning track this week against Cushinstown at home. 
 

Mini 7’s – oh how we missed you!  

The return of the Mini 7’s after a two year hiatus was met with delight from the girls in 5th and 6th class. The first group 
stage of this took place in Barntown on Thursday. Piercestown emerged victorious after beating Curracloe in their first 
game before overcoming a tough challenge from a very strong Barntown side. The next stage of this will see three or 
four winners from stage one come together in the next group phase. We wish the girls the best of luck as these 
competitions enter the knock out stages. The skill and determination they have shown in the group stages is 
commendable and we look forward to continuing to cheer these on in the hope of bringing another Rackard League 
or Mini 7’s title back to Piercestown. 

Adding to an already busy month, the boys mini 7's also began its competition. We headed to St Mary's Rosslare where 

we were placed in a group with Kilrane and Kilmore. In this straight knock out competition, we got drawn in the first 

game to play Kilmore. In a hard fought and excellently played game we came out winners 2-8 to 3-4 after a few nervy 

minutes towards the end. In our second game we played Kilrane and again the nerves were high as we came out 

winners 2-11 to 4-2. We head on to the next round of the competition looking forward to some more stellar games. 

Many thanks to Ms. Hearne and Mr. Murphy and Pat Quigley for all their work and support in our sporting endeavours. 

Without them, it would not be possible for us to participate. 

 

Lunchtime League 2022 

This year to coincide with the football Rackard league season we are beginning with a football lunchtime league. Over 

55 boys and girls from 4th, 5th and 6th class opted to participate in our much-loved lunchtime league competition, from 

experienced club players to absolute beginners. They are split into 6 evenly matched teams with some adapted rules 

to encourage full participation by all. As we navigate through the group stages we can see the skills and teamwork 

improve game on game. It is also great to see them develop their leadership skills as the responsibility of what position 

they play falls completely to them as a team. A thank you must go to 6th class for refereeing, umpiring and setting up 

the pitch daily for this competition to take place. Who will bring home the lunchtime league football title for the year 

2022/23 is still very much anyone’s guess. We look forward to giving you further details as the competition progresses 

to the knockout stages. Special thanks to Ms. Hearne who co-ordinates this inclusive sporting competition.  

 

Big Birthday Shout Outs For September and October! 

We would like to wish the following children a big happy birthday: Cormac, Alex, Matilda, Max, Seán, Oscar, Megan, 

Harry and Doireann from Junior Infants,  Bobby, Niamh, Oran, Oisín and Liam from Senior infants; Caoimhe, Chloe, 

Henri, Tom, Oliver, Oisín, Elodie and Christian from 1st class; Callum, Tom, Tess, Jamie, Ruth, Levi and Amy from 2nd 

class, Donagh, Ryan, Aodhán, Aoibhínn D, Robyn, Heath, Ciara, Eoin B and Willow from 3rd class; Erin, Nicole, Malachy, 

Kate and Joe from 4th class; Lily, Isaac, Ava, Séamus, Leah, Cora, Leo and Rose from 5th  class; Alex, Eve, Olivia and Molly 

from 6th class; What a lot of birthdays! We hope you all enjoyed your special day!!! 

 

“Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you! 

Happy birthday dear Cormac, Alex, Matilda, Max, Seán, Oscar, Megna, Harry, Doireann, 

Bobby, Niamh, Oran, Oisín, Liam, Caoimhe, Chloe, Henri, Tom, Oliver, Oisín, Elodie, Christian, 

Callum, Tom, Tess, Jamie, Ruth, Levi, Amy, Donagh, Ryan, Aodhán, Aoibhínn D, Robyn, 

Heath, Ciara, Eoin B, Willow, Erin, Nicole, Malachy, Kate, Joe, Lily, Isaac, Ava, Séamus, Leah, 

Cora, Leo, Rose, Alex, Eve, Olivia and  Molly 

                                         Happy birthday to you.” 
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Halloween Fun!  

October brings with it so much fun. Already, the conversations of dress-up are taking place. We look forward to our 

Freaky Friday which takes place annually on the last Friday before midterm. This year our Halloween fun will take place 

on Friday 28th October.  

Our Annual Freaky Friday Walk as a whole school returns this year, much to everyone’s delight. What could be more 

exciting than seeing a parade of over 200 ghosts, ghouls, vampires and witches make their way from the St. Martin’s 

pitch down to our school. We will send more information on this nearer the time.  

 

Sing out loud – we love it! 

Mixing is back and thankfully singing is back too! We are singing in classrooms, singing in the church, singing in 

assembly and now 5th and 6th class will be back on stage in the National Opera House with Sing Out Loud! Piercestown 

N.S. received its date last week and we will take to the stage to perform on Saturday 19th November in the matinee 

performance. 5th and 6th class will receive all of the information about our performance and booking details tomorrow.  

 

Tractor Run – 2nd annual Fundraiser for our ASD class 

The final countdown is on to the ‘Spectrum of Light’ tractor run this year. This is the second fundraiser for our ASD 

class, organised by the parents of the six amazing children in our class. It takes place on Sunday 30th October and the 

venue is The Coal Bunker. We look forward to seeing many of you on the day. More information to follow soon.  

 

Condolences 

The Board of Management and our entire school community, wish to express its deepest sympathy to the Furlong 

family, on the passing of their beloved son and brother Eoin. Eoin was a past pupil with us, graduating from 6th class 

in 2016. Eoin is remembered fondly by the staff and school community of Piercestown N.S. His sister, Kayla is a much 

loved member of our 6th class community. Kayla, you have walked in shoes that nobody should have to walk in at your 

age. We hope that you will feel supported as you complete your last year in primary school with us and that we can 

share in your memories of Eoin and support you in your loss. Ar dheis Dé, go raibh a anam dílis.  

 
A Word from the Principal 

The beginning of year is always hectic, but what a lovely busyness it is. It is so inspiring to see each class grow and 

mature from year to year and to see how excited our current school pupils are about our newest school pupils. Each 

year brings with it, new pupils, sometimes new staff, new ideas, new challenges, new resources and so much more! 

The enthusiasm from the children is infectious and makes the job a privileged one to be in. With constantly changing 

landscapes in society, the world of teaching and learning is constantly evolving, and it is this innovation and creativity 

that keeps us all going. As I passed some staff and children in the corridor the other day, and overheard the 

conversation and banter embedded in a tone of mutual respect and admiration, I concluded that there is no place I 

would rather be each day. While each day may not be easy for any of us, overall, we gather in an atmosphere of 

respect, teamwork and support and that is a place where all teaching and learning, among pupils and adults alike, will 

flourish. I am excited about the year ahead, the return to the ‘new normal’ and seeing what the school year 2022-2023 

unfolds. We have learned that no matter what the world can throw at us, if you have a strong team, like we have in 

our school community, then anything is possible.  

  

“Anything is possible when you have the right people there to support you” – Misty Copeland 
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Dates for your diaries so far this year:  

• Beginning of Year service - 7th October 2022 

• GOAL jersey day - October 14th 2022 

• Maths Week - 15th to 23rd October 2022 

• Halloween Fun! - Friday 28th October 

• School closes for mid-term - Monday 31st to 4th November inclusive.  

• Image Masters 9th and 10th November 2022 

• Science Week - 13th to 20th November 2022 

• Parent teacher meetings - dates to be confirmed November 2022 

• GAA Coaching continues on Tuesdays for infants to 6th class post midterm 

• Soccer coaching every Monday until mid-term 3rd- 6th class 

• Sing out Loud matinee performance, Saturday 19th November 2022 

• Confirmation – Friday 5th May 

• First Confession – Wednesday 8th March 

• First Communion – Saturday 27th May 2023 

 


