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Welcome to the January edition of our newsletter. We are back in full flight with new year’s 

resolutions under our belt and looking forward to the coming months. For 6th class this will be their 

last ‘year’ in primary school so we hope they have as much fun and learning as they can and leave 

with fond memories.  

Medal Giving Ceremony 23rd January 2020  

January 23rd saw the boys of Piercestown N.S. and Murrintown N.S. being acknowledged for their sporting prowess 

in football in the school year 2019-2020. The excited Murrintown boys arrived with their parents, teacher and 

principal Mrs. Maureen Gilbane, looking forward to seeing what lay ahead. And there was more than one treat 

instore. Special guest, Mr. Kevin Waters, former Principal of Murrintown N.S. and current chairperson of the Rackard 

league association was on hand to present the medals. There were speeches galore, amid medal presentations and a 

quick flashback using technology to the lifting of the 3 in a row cup on the night by the Rackard League team. Well 

done to our captains Paddy Walsh and Caleb Whitty who rose to the occasion on the night to say the ‘cúpla focail’ on 

behalf of their teammates. The Rising Stars boys’ team were commended for their heroic campaign only to be 

beaten by a worthy team in the final. But special mention had to go to the history makers. 2017-2018, 2018-2019 

and finally 2019-2020 sealed the deal for the 3-in-a-row. The highlight of the event, without a doubt, was Mr. Waters 

performing his own personal tribute song to the Rackard League team. The Voice of Ireland had nothing on him! The 

Rackard league committee also presented the school with a trophy in recognition of the 3-in-a-row achievement. An 

award was also presented to Kevin O’ Mahony and Adam Connick as they were on the panel for ALL three years. 

Overall, it was a wonderful afternoon of acknowledgement and celebrations. Special thanks as always to the 

mentors, in this instance Mr. Murphy and Mr. Whyte from Murrintown and our very own Mr. Murphy (The Sunday 

Game are looking for him after his commentary!!!) who give up their time so freely to coach the teams. They are 

already planning for the ‘small ball’ season! Thank you to the parents without whom this would not be possible. 

Finally, thank you to the boys for working hard, listening to your coaches and doing your best! As the final quote on 

the day said, “Champions don’t show up to get everything they want, they show up to give everything they have!”.  

Final thank you goes to St. Martin’s GAA Club for sponsoring the ‘celebration bags’ for the boys and for always 

working in collaboration with both schools to help us to be the best that we can be! 

 

Inservice for the Primary Language Curriculum announcements – Two half day closures to be confirmed 

As per circular 45/2019, the staff of Piercestown N.S closed their doors and attended training back in October. This is 

to be followed by two half day closures for staff to engage in online webinars at whole staff level. One webinar was 

just released today, and we are working hard to select a date ASAP. The second half date closure is scheduled to take 

place following the issuing of the April webinar. We will select both dates and inform the parent body early next 

week for your convenience. We thank you for understanding our requirement to comply with Dept. of Education 

school closures and engagement in continuing professional development. As always Sunny Days will be on hand to 

assist with childcare facilities.  

 

Exceptional day closure for Opening a Special Class – Date to be confirmed  

The Board of Management has requested confirmation of the school closure date for the ‘exceptional closure for 

opening a special class’, as per the school calendar 2019-2020, to facilitate continuing professional development for 

staff in this area. This date is yet to be confirmed but we are working hard to seek clarity on this as we understand 

the impact that school closures have on the parent and pupil body.  

 

Sunny Days After School – Announcement   

The staff, and Board of Management of Piercestown N.S. fully support Sunny Days in their wish to close their service 

for business on February 5th in order to take part in The National Early Years Protest march. Sunny Days are an 

integral part of our school community and offer an amazing service to us as staff, you as parents and our children.  

We offer our support as they endeavour to fight for improved conditions.  

 

 

 

 



Piercestown National School Website to be relaunched*******COMING SOON 

You may at this stage have noticed that our school website is blocked. We are currently working hard behind the 

scenes, to create a more user-friendly website. Our aim is to launch our new website in early March. Many thanks to 

Ms. Tracey Rea who is spear heading the website revival. Trust me, it will be worth the wait! Watch this space! 

 

Piercestown continue to DREAMM  

The staff and children of Piercestown N.S. are continuing to DREAMM under the leadership of Ms. Lorna Farrell. The 

staff will once again head to Mayglass after school on Monday 24th February for some further CPD in this area. Our 

school has received a budget to spend on music in the coming weeks. Ms. Farrell is finalising the best use of this 

budget at present as part of our DREAMM plan. We look forward to updating you!  

 

5th Class ready to head to the ESB Science Blast  

5th class will set the alarm clocks early on Tuesday 3rd March in order to make their way to the RDS in Dublin to 

exhibit their science project as part of the ESB Science Blast. This year all eyes were on the results as the chosen 

question from 5th class is “The Invasion of Bacteria – How Clean is our School?”. We all waited with bated breath for 

the results to come in and are busily scrubbing our hands since!!  Special word of thanks to local scientist, Dr. Anna 

Fenelon, for giving her expertise and time so generously to the class so they can be true scientists and hone their 

science skills before they travel to the RDS.  Many thanks to the Parents’ Association for funding this bus trip again 

this year.  

 

Tesco Funding! – Every little Helps! 

The blue token fundraiser came Piercestown N.S schools’ way just before the Christmas season. Many thanks to 

Joanne Smyth who applied on our behalf. We were delighted to accept a cheque from Joanne on behalf of Tesco this 

week for the sum of €353.20. Ms. Walsh put the money to great use and purchased a brand new parachute and 

some much needed sports equipment to upgrade our PE supplies. In the words of Tesco, ‘Every little helps!’. Many 

thanks to all who donated their tokens to our collection!  

 

Chess update 

This week sees us enter the 5th round of the in-school chess competition. At this stage the competition is fierce, with 

the remaining competitors vying for a place on our school chess teams, who will represent our school in an 

interschool competition in March. Who will raise the winner’s trophy this year – it’s still all to play for! We commend 

every child for the sporting way in which they participate in this competition. Keep practising boys and girls! 

 

We are Writers - Illustration of the Cover – Winner Announcement coming soon 
The children are busy writing stories and poems for our second ‘We are Writers’ book to be published in Piercestown 
N.S. This is in collaboration with the Scholastic Book Fair. Each boy and girl in the school will have a piece of writing 
published in the book. The book will be on display at the Scholastic Book Fair which is due to arrive at Piercestown 
N.S. on March 9th. People will then have an opportunity to complete an order form. The book will be pre-ordered, 
pre-paid and sold at a cost of €8. Children will be able to use their ‘World Book Day discount vouchers €1.50’ against 
the order of the ‘We are Writers’ book if they wish. Recently, a competition was opened to all pupils from 1st class – 
6th class who were interested in being the illustrator of the cover. All entries are now in and await adjudication. As 
this is only our second ‘We are Writers’ book ever at Piercestown N.S, the winner will be our second official 
illustrator. Who will follow in the shoes of our last illustrator, Aoife Cullen? We will announce the winner early next 
week!  
 

Student Council – working behind the scenes already 

Student Council are working hard behind the scenes already. Their first project is that of a ‘Buddy Bench’ for use in 

the playground. They are awaiting the arrival of their bench to put their ‘own personal touch’ on it before they 

unveil it and explain its use to all our pupils. We are also looking forward to learning a new song at assembly from 

the Student Council using lámh, as part of our efforts to increase our level of inclusivity across the school.  Well done 

to all involved! 

 

Credit Union Quiz 2020 



As per tradition in Piercestown N.S. we look forward to entering a team in the Credit Union Quiz this weekend, 

Sunday February 3rd in the Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy. There was great interest by all children in being chosen. 

Many have been avidly studying their general knowledge in the past few weeks with some admitting to watching 

‘The Chase’ on repeat, in order to brush up on their knowledge! Representing the under 11 team are: Sam Scallan 4th 

class, Paddy Mernagh 4th class, Killian Conway and Aodhán Sane 5th class. Representing the under 13 team are Aoife 

Crosbie 5th class, Hugh O’Brien 6th class, Aaron Comer 6th class and Mollie Quirke 5th class. Best of luck to both teams. 

We look forward to hearing how you get on!  

 

2nd Class – Journey towards the Sacraments continues…  
The children in 2nd class are continuing to work hard on their preparation as they near the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. This takes place on Wednesday February 12th at 7.30pm. As per recent tradition, there will be a 
reception for our 2nd class children in the school hall after the ceremony, hosted by the parents of 1st class and the 
Parents’ Association. We look forward to seeing you on the night and celebrating this special event with your 
children.  
 

GAA coaching ceases for this term 

GAA football coaching has finished for this term. Many thanks to Wexford GAA for providing this service. We look 

forward to their return in phase three for the hurling input.  

 

Catholic Schools Week – change of dates for Piercestown N.S. 

Nationally, Catholic Schools Week was celebrated this week. However, as a school we postponed our events to 

facilitate Fr. O Reilly’s presence and participation. We look forward as a school to celebrating Catholic Schools Week 

this coming week during our religious education time. One or two extra activities will be added to enhance this 

week. Junior Infants and 6th class are hosting a celebration of ‘treasured people’ day on Friday 7th February, more 

details coming soon. Miss Sinnott’s class are holding a small event on Thursday 6th February also.  

 

Internet Safety Day - Date for your diaries – Parent Information Evening March 2nd Monday 7pm ****** 

Internet Safety day takes place nationally on February 11th. As part of our ongoing commitment to Internet Safety, 

Monday 2nd March sees ‘Zeeko’ arrive to our school to give extra Internet Safety workshops to all classes from 3rd 

class to 6th. That evening we are hosting a parent information evening at 7pm in our school hall, to provide parents 

with the necessary information, advice and tools to protect their children in the cyber based society we now find 

ourselves in. It is three years since we last hosted a parent information evening on this topic, so we feel it is timely 

again for the safety of all our children. We hope to see as many of you as possible there. Many thanks to the Board 

of Management for funding this extremely important event! Prevention is better than cure! “Technology is a useful 

servant but a dangerous master!” (Christian Lous Lange) 

 

A Word from the Principal 
2020 will see the first full year of primary school completed for one cohort of children and the last year of primary 

school completed for another. Be it the first or last, our job as educators is to ensure that all children have the best 

learning experience in the happiest way. We hope that the first few months of 2020 offer the best memories for our 

current 6th class, as we prepare them to fly the nest. We cannot believe how much Miss. Taylor and Miss Sinnott’s 

boys and girls have grown. We welcome in a special way Trinity, who has joined Mrs. Newport and 1st class in 

Piercestown N.S. this week. We hope you have many years of fun, learning and happiness.  With all the new year’s 

resolutions made (and possibly remade) as we reach the end of January, it is worth reminding ourselves that, “What 

the new year brings to you will depend a great deal on what you will bring to the new year!” (Vera McLellan) 

 
Here are some dates for your diaries:  
 

 Swimming every Friday for 3rd class 

 Gymnastics every Friday for all classes (except 3rd class) 

 Celebration of a treasured person/grandparent in Junior Infants on Feb. 7th  

 First Confession for 2nd class on Feb 12th at 7.30pm 

 Zeeko Internet Safety events for Parents on Monday March 2nd   



 School closed for midterm 17th – 21st Feb. inclusive  

 School half day closures to be announced early next week 
 


